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me as owing, that to a Patron, which Providence has enabled me to do for myself.
' Having carried on my work thus far with so little obligation to any favourer of learning1, I shall not be disappointed though I should conclude it, if less be possible, with less ; for I have been long wakened from that dream of hope, in which I once boasted myself with so much exultation,
' My Lord,
' Your Lordship's most humble,
' Most obedient servant,
'SAM. JOHNSON2.'
' While this was the talk of the town, (says Dr. Adams, in a letter to me) I happened to visit Dr. Warburton, who finding that I was acquainted with Johnson, desired me earnestly to carry his compliments to him, and to tell him, that he honoured him for his manly behaviour in rejecting these condescensions of Lord Chesterfield, and for resenting the treatment he had received from him, with a proper spirit. Johnson was visibly pleased with this compliment, for he had always a high opinion of Warburton3. Indeed, the force of mind which appeared in
1 ' 77/i? English Dictionary was     Sir Joshua Reynolds, that the con-written with little assistance of the     versation having turned upon Ed-learned, and without any patronage of    wards's book, the gentlemen praised the great; not in the soft obscurities     it much, and Johnson allowed its of retirement, or under the shelter of    merit. But when they went farther, acaclemick bowers, but amidst incon-     and appeared to put that authour venience and distraction, in sickness     upon a level with Warburton, ' Nay, and in sorrow.' Johnson's Works,     (said Johnson,) he has given him v. 51.                                                 some smart hils to be sure; but
3 Upon comparing this copy with     there is no proportion between the
that which Dr. Johnson dictated to     two men ; they must not lie named
me from recollection, the variations     together. A fly, Sir, may sting a
are found to be so slight, that this     stately horse and make him wince ;
must be added to the many other     but one is but an insect, and the
proofs which he gave of the wonderful     other is a horse still.1 BOSWELL.
extent and accuracy of his memory.     Johnson in his Preface to Shakespeare
To gratify the curious in composition,     (Works, v. 141) wrote :—' Dr. War-
I have deposited both the copies in     burton's chief assailants are the
the British Museum. BOSWELL.          authors of The Canons of Criticism,
3 Soon after Edwards's Canons of    and of The Revisal of Shakespeare's
Criticism came out, Johnson was     Text. . . . The one stings like a fly,
dining at Tonson the Bookseller's,     sucks a little blood, takes a gay flutter
with Hayman the Painter and some     and returns for more ; the other bites
more company. Hayman related to     like a viper. . . . When I think on
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